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Comment on the Death of President Welizmane of lsrael

The death of Dr. Chain Weimmann, Israsl’s first president
is sot likely to chamge that mm"n domentic or foreign !
Gause’ ihe goverament has sien Linilk but the titaler bead, be-
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Gurion from the beginming. d Hinister Ben

Bisce Weizmanz was ap outstanding lsader among world
Jewry, his death removes x major contact between the leaders
of the new state and Jews slsevhere, particularly is Great
Britain and the United States. The disappearsnce of Weiszmann
mAy, therefore, permit further iatemsificatios eof aptagonisue
already apparsnt between top Israsli officials and world Zion-
int leaders, and may make it more difficult to obtaim the
hm cutside fizanecisl support which is sscessary for lsrael's
unbalanced sconomy.

Because sxecutive power in the Israsli Goversmenst rests
with the Prime Risister, %o major istermal struggle is antici-
pated for the alection of & sucoessor to ¥eizmasn. The Speaker
of the Enesset, Joseph Sprimsak, who has bees Actiag President
during Veizmasn's long illness, is a Iikely choice for the
vacant position.
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